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but only with sustained investment.
Washington has long been a leader in women’s representation. 

From 1993-2004, Washington ranked first nationwide for women’s representation in 
the state legislature. Progress faltered in the early 2000s, when the percentage of 
women in the state legislature fell from a high of 40.8% in 2000 to just 32% in 2011. 

Since then, women’s representation has again begun to increase over the last decade, 
but significant work and investment is needed to break down the barriers women face 
when running for office and achieve and maintain parity in Washington.

washington

by the numbers
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unique aspect of washington politics 

Did you know?
Washington State is one of just six states with a majority-women Congressional delegation 
with women holding eight of the 12 seats.

washington - parity is possible 

Washington is one of only four states that utilizes a 
top-two primary system in the U.S. All candidates 
compete in one primary and the top two vote 
getters move on to the general election. 

This can positively affect women’s political 
representation as it can decrease the 
gatekeeping power of political parties and 
increase the viability of third-party candidates.
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